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though most often ,very hard to recognize. It is by no means always
through affection, weakness, and need of imitation that our characters
are bent. A somewhat strong nature yields more to reaction than to
direct action. Those who oppose interest me more than those who fol-
low; but I am still more interested in the very rare ones who neither
follow nor oppose and yet are no more deaf than stupid.

That lack of curiosity of the flesh which precedes by far impotence
and even the dying-out of desires, which makes the latter compromise
and even ease their dominion, no, it is not apathy; but, the mind re-
suming the upper hand, it leaves the way open for moralizing,

Too often someone else's prejudice obliges us and, if only our sensi-
bility is greater than our force of character, we let ourselves be ab-
sorbed by the image that we are aware someone else has formed of us.
Yes, the presence of others deforms us and, in spite of ourselves, we
assume for a time the virtues or vices they attribute to us. We make
this or that gesture which is not natural to us because we feel that it
is expected of us; since it is, for certain natures, very hard to resist
what the imagination proposes.
Thus we are carried by opinion. Likewise the audience's confidence
adds to the acrobat's self-assurance to make him succeed in an act that
lack of confidence would upset I should like to be one of those in
whom the most timid could find more credit than he hopes; that he
should feel indebted toward me, forced to demand of himself that
virtue which I make him feel I am taking for granted.